The taxation assessment of the ecclesiastical income of England and Wales in 1291-92, ordered by Pope Nicholas IV, was the last in a series of assessments, in 1217, 1229, 1254, 1268 and 1276 . ! It is the only assessment to survive in a complete form, in many manuscript copies;2 and, after the re-valuation of the York province in 1318 and 1327-28 following the devastations of the war with Scotland, it was the standard assessment for ecclesiastical taxes until 1534. As a full ecclesiastical valuation for a whole kingdom it is a most unusual survival. It was an assessment of both the income from ecclesiastical lands (the temporalities) and the income of each benefice-owner or benefice-holder from tithes, glebe land and oblations (the spiritualities). The assessment has in fact long been available in print in a Record Commission volume of 1802 (hereafter referred to as the Taxatio), which is being used as the basic text for the database. 3 This volume is a transcript of the fifteenth-century Royal Exchequer copy of the assessment4 (which was derived from taxation rolls relating to each diocese, compiled in the main at the time of or shortly after the assessment, many of which still survive)5 collated with one of the other complete copies of the valuation. 6 But the Taxatio, as little more than a work of transcription, has grave limitations for modern scholarly use, often presenting difficulties even in the identification of names. Fortunately, it can be used as the basic text for it is in general, though far from invariably, an accurate transcript.
Because of its completeness, together with the relatively standard form of the entries (in the Taxatio as in the many manuscript copies), the assessment is an excellent candidate for conversion to an electronic experience, the state at that time of four of the five members of the research group. Information is not a fully relational database management system and does not have all the flexibility of such systems. However, change will be forced on us when the Prime is taken out of service, in July 1992. Currently, we plan to use Ingres on the Manchester Computing Centre's Amdahl mainframe, although Paradox on an IBM PC/Novell network is also a possibility. Whichever is chosen, the database is likely to be restructured to make it more relational. At present it comprises a single main file containing one record for each benefice. Most of the information has been entered in full, just as it is given in the Taxatio, but there has been some coding, notably of the diocese, archdeaconry and deanery names, the names of the owners of pensions or portions within a benefice, and the sources of variant readings. Two subordinate files, one for the bibliographic material and the other for the names, contain records giving the codes and their corresponding full forms. This achieves economy of storage, as many names and references occur more than once. In these two subordinate files the full forms have been transliterated into modern spellings. No attempt has been made to merge similar-seeming names unless the available evidence shows beyond doubt that they do refer to the same person, institution or other entity. Figure 1 shows a specimen Taxatio entry together with the corresponding computer main data-entry screen, with the example of Moulton (Lincoln diocese, Lincoln archdeaconry, Holland deanery). This main screen reflects the primary fields of each record. These can be summarized as follows:
1) The 'Church key' is the record and benefice key. It has four components: three two-character codes, identifying the diocese, archdeaconry and deanery (for all these codes see the Appendix), followed by a number reflecting the position of the benefice in the Taxatio list for that deanery. 2) This is followed ('Pr.' and 'Co.') by codes for the province and for the historic pre-1974 county.
3) The 'Church/Benefice Name' is the modern place-name, identified often by use of The Phillimore atlas and index of parish registers, ed. C. Humphery-Smith (Chichester: Phillimore, 1984) and as entered in Bartholomew gazetteer of Britain, compiled O. Mason (Edinburgh: Bartholomew, 1977 , reprinted 1981 as much as will fit of the corresponding full name (pulled from the subordinate names file). The value of the item is recorded. So also is any other information about the item. Because of lack of space on the main screen, this has been entered on a secondary screen, with a flag set on the main screen ('note') as a reminder that the note exists. 9) Finally, explanatory notes about the Taxatio entry are added at the bottom of the screen.
The first stage of the project has been the inclusion of all the Taxatio material concerning spiritualities. This stage is now complete, and all this material is represented in skeletal form in the Appendix below. We anticipate adding further information about the status and value of the benefices so far recorded as additional sources are studied. The database can, however, already be shown to be a useful reference and research tool. It is a simple matter, for example, to study the most valuable benefices in the realm. Sixty-one benefices were valued at a very high £100 per annum or more. They are listed in Figure 2 according to their total value, that is including any vicarages, pensions or portions.
It is no surprise that several of these benefices were prebends of York Minster: Driffield, Wistow, Langtoft, South Cave, Wetwang and Masham. 8 The most valuable of all, the churches of Topcliffe and Weston (£300, with their vicarages), were only linked together, however, because they formed the income (perhaps in fact with items from other sources included in this total) of the 'communia' of the Minster, assigned to the upkeep of the fabric of the Minster. Seven of the remaining most wealthy benefices were also cathedral prebends: four Lincoln prebends (Nassington, Thame, Corringham and King's Sutton), two Salisbury prebends (Sonning and Highworth), and 120-00-00 120-00-00 120-00-00 120-00-00 120-00-00 120-00-00 120-00-00 126-13-04 129-19-11 130-00-00 133-06-08 133-06-10 136-04-02 140-00-00 142-00-00 146-13-04 150-00-00 153-06-08 153-06-08 153-06-08 156-13-04 180-00-00 183-06-08 186-13-04 230-15-00 260-13-04 263-16-00 300-00-00 FIGURE 2: THE WEALTHIEST BENEFICES Bakewell belonged to the 'communia' of Lichfield cathedral.9 Some others were appropriated to or in the patronage of major prelates: for example, Easington belonged to the archdeacon of Durham, Holbeach to the bishop of Lincoln, and Maidstone, Pagham and Reculver were in the patronage of the archbishop of Canterbury. Most of the rest were appropriated, it seems, to large and wealthy monasteries, for example Minster-in-Thanet was appropriated to St Augustine's Canterbury and Kirkham to Edward I's Cistercian foundation at Vale Royal in Cheshire.
The concentration of these extremely wealthy benefices in the province of York is dramatically revealed. They are found in very large numbers from Cheshire northwards: disregarding the prebends, we find very many of them in the diocese of York (Aysgarth, Kirkby Lonsdale, Ecclesfield, Halifax, Hemingbrough, Scarborough, Catterick, Gilling, Hunmanby, Kendal, Snaith, Adlingfleet, Kirkham), the diocese of Durham (Bishop \Vearmouth, Warkworth, Whittmgham, Eglingham, Elsdon, St Nicholas Newcastle upon Tyne, Gainford, Kirknewton, Haughton le Skerne, Sedgefield, Stamfordham, Hartburn, Embleton, \Voodhorn, Rothbury, Simonburn, Norham, Chatton, Holy Island, Bamburgh), and the diocese of Carlisle (Morland, Arthuret, Kirkby Stephen, Greystoke). A good number oi these were to suffer severe losses in the Anglo-Scottish hostilities of the early fourteenth century and were thus re-valued (the new values are in the Taxatio and thus already in the database). 10 They were mother churches with very large parishes. Some others were treated as churches with their own deaneries (Beverley Minster, Howden, Ripon and Southwell, in the York diocese, and Bishop Auckland, Lanchester, Chester-le-Street, Norton and Darlington Collegiate Church, in the Durham diocese), and these are therefore entered in the Taxatio and the database with their separate portions or prebends each itemized as distinct benefices. In central and southern England the ancient minster churches had very often broken up into relatively small and separate parishes. The pattern of development in the establishment of the parochial system had been extremely uneven across the kingdom and the database can be used as a means of studying in detail the similarities and contrasts from one region to another.
To turn from the wealthiest to the poorest benefices brings us to the next major stage of the project, which is to attempt to enter on to the database all the minute benefices. These are the churches of very low value, sometimes listed in the Taxatio and sometimes not, and chapels dependent on churches, sometimes named in the Taxatio, sometimes indicated by the phrase 'cum capella' and sometimes not noted at all. For assessment purposes in 1291-92 it was not necessary to know the value of benefices, or items of income attached to benefices, of six marks (£4) or less in value, unless the recipient of this income possessed other spiritualities amounting to a total of more than six marks. This was because the taxation threshold for the papal tenths for which the assessment was intended was fixed at six marks. But the practice of the assessors differed from diocese to diocese, so that in this respect the assessment returns cannot be treated on an equal basis. At one extreme all minute benefices were sometimes assessed and listed, as in the Exeter diocese (the items actually to be taxed were indicated in a separate column of the lists), but at the other extreme they were not listed at all, as in the Canterbury diocese. The assessors of the Hereford diocese made a major error: although many churches were entered as lnon valet £4', and therefore were not to be taxed, these values of £4 were in fact included in the deanery and archdeaconry totals. This error necessitated at the time the compiling of separate lists which excluded these items from the totals. So for Hereford the small benefices are named but not their precise values.
The position of the minute benefices was further complicated by the fact that the next tax for which the assessment was used (the royal tax of a half in 1294) had a threshold of 10 marks (£6 13s. 4d.) , and for the next papal tax using the same assessment, granted in 1301, the threshold for the second and third years of the collection was only 2 marks (£1 6s. 8J.). 11 New lists concerning minute benefices thus became necessary in most dioceses and for some of the dioceses additional lists of minute benefices are printed in the Taxatio, though they were not always compiled in the same way or for the same purpose. The evidence from these lists has been included on the database, but this goes only a small way towards producing a complete listing of all the small benefices. Further work on other evidence from each diocese is now essential, such as that already done for the archdeaconry of Buckingham. 12 For most of the English dioceses it should certainly be possible to identify the great majority of these minor benefices, if not always to give a value to them. A new record is being created for all the minor benefices supplementary to the main Taxatio list, following the numerical sequence of benefices within a given deanery but adding an X as a prefix to the number for each extra record; and all new dependent chapels or newly identified dependent chapels are being added to the existing benefice record.
This work on the minor benefices is required in order to provide a picture of parochial organisation which is as complete as possible. But more exciting is the work which can now be undertaken on ecclesiastical patronage, which will form the third main stage of the project. This will begin to demonstrate not only the degree of monastic influence upon, and benefit from, ecclesiastical benefices but also the web of social influences within which the parochial system operated. Here is a major area of interest, for the degree to which parochial income passed out of the parish to the monasteries has long been a matter of debate. 13 To simplify what was often a complex interplay of lordship and jurisdictional authority, patronage had two major elements: the patron of a church in which no vicarage had been ordained nominated the incumbent, who as rector enjoyed the income of the benefice; often, however, the position of patron or owner had passed to a monastery, which frequently, but not always, then enjoyed the rectorial income (the church being thus 'appropriated';, and which 11 For these different thresholds see Bartholomaei de Cotton Histona Anglicana, ed. H.R. Luard (Rolls Series, 1859j, 192, Denton, Robert Wmchelsey, 77, and Lunt, Financial relations, 367, 370. 12 M.J. Franklin, The assessment of benefices for taxation in thirteenth-century Buckinghamshire ', Nottingham Medieval Studies, 29 (1985) Taxatio appointed a vicar with a separate income to serve the church. The Taxatio provides only a smattering of very patchy evidence concerning the patronage or advowson of churches; but using the database as a frame of reference it is now possible to build into it surviving evidence concerning patronage, notably from bishops' registers and monastic cartularies, many already in print. If the broad outlines of patronage are established, this will be a useful starting point for those working on unprinted materials, for example records of legal disputes, which will provide us with more evidence.
For most areas of England and Wales the sources for the thirteenth century are remarkably rich in detailed information concerning patronage. Let us take as an example the benefices in the deanery of Cuddesdon (Lincoln diocese, Oxford archdeaconry): see 16 Called 'capella' but was a parish church served by a chaplain. Figure 3 . The marginal comments in the Taxatio entries for this deanery provide some of the names of the monasteries which were often either patrons or appropriators; this information has been greatly supplemented for Figure 3 by searching registers and cartularies. 17 These sources also, of course, provide details, not noted here, concerning pensions, portions and incumbents. The patronage of every benefice in this deanery is accounted for, except for any that were £4 or less in value and thus not listed in the Taxatio. An interesting feature of the list is the large number of churches which had a monastery as a patron and yet were not appropriated to that monastery, that is the monastery appointed a rector just as any secular patron would have done. The total value of the deanery for taxation in 1291-92 was £474, and, using the information in Figure 3 and the values as in the Taxatio, it is now possible to calculate with some accuracy the proportion of the £474 that actually went to those serving the parishes and the proportion that either went to local monasteries or provided salaries for prebendaries: £145 105. Qd. (30.7%) went to individual rectors and vicars, £115 3s. ^d. (24.3%) went to monasteries and £213 6s. Sd. (45%) went to four Lincoln prebendaries, including the archdeacon of Oxford. 18 In analysing these figures it must be remembered that many of the small items of income for vicars and chaplains serving the cure of souls were not included in the total of £474 whereas small monastic pensions and portions were. Even so, while the total monastic income was perhaps not as great as might have been expected, considering the degree of monastic influence over appointments, less than a third of taxable spiritual income was actually enjoyed by incumbents serving the churches. And, in addition, some of the individual rectors, presented for example by Eynsham abbey to Stanton St John, Woodeaton and Merton or by the earl of Cornwall to Horspath, Holton and Beckley, 19 may not have been resident in their churches, either because they held benefices in plurality or because they had a licence to study or because they were active in the service of some ecclesiastical or secular lord. , 1957, 1962) .
18 Two factors complicate these results: the income from Dorchester (£41 6s. 8d.) has been counted as belonging to Dorchester abbey, which is probable though not certain (the marginal notes in the Taxatio are to the taxpayers, it seems, and here we have 'abbatis de Dorkcestre ); and the prebend of Milton Manor was valued at £46 135. 4d., but this was not spiritual income ('consistens in laico feodo') For many other deaneries the sources for ecclesiastical patronage will not be anything like so plentiful, and in some cases the searching of registers not yet in print will be necessary, as for example concerning the diocese of Norwich, for which the first extant bishop's register, for the period 1299-1325, will be especially useful since it is solely concerned with appointments to churches and church offices and includes abundant information about patronage. 20
The successful completion of the first main stage in the creation of the database now provides a challenge for the completion of the second and third stages. A vital element in the growth of the database is, at the same time, the introduction of variant readings from the manuscript copies of the assessment. It is planned also to include on the database as many as possible of the contemporary incumbents, on whom bishops' registers provide a wealth of detail; this will make possible a prosopography of the English Church, with information, for example, on the extent to which the parochial clergy of the late thirteenth century were university trained. We would also like to map the distribution of the parochial wealth of England and Wales. The parish boundaries would have to be based on records of the modern period, but these are generally accurate for the rural parishes. This must certainly, however, be a longer-term aim. Is a database, we wonder, like Tennyson's brook? 'For men may come and men may go, But I go on for ever.' 
APPENDIX
The values below, all in pounds, shillings and pence, are totals for every rural deanery in England and Wales. They are derived solely from the main lists in the Taxatio., and are entered here in the order in which they appear in the Taxatio. The numbers refer to benefices, each one of which may include a vicarage, dependent prebend(s), dependent chapel(s), portion(s) or pension(s). Average values are given in brackets. The small benefices sometimes added in subsidiary lists in the Taxatio (see above p. 96) are not taken into account, though they are included on the database. The addition of these and other churches of small value wherever they can be traced will result in a substantial increase in the total number (8792) of benefices. 21
A few caveats are necessary about the use of these lists. The main list for Hereford diocese, as tabulated here, includes the minute benefices with each assessed, in error, at £4 (see above, p. 95). Cathedral prebends are sometimes listed, as in the Taxatio , within a single archdeaconry (as London) or different archdeaconries (as Salisbury) or under a separate Extra-Archidiaconal heading (as St Davids). In a few dioceses, notably the Welsh, some items relate generally to spiritual income not tied to a benefice. Since this income is included in the deanery total or as separate archdeaconry spiritualities, and is thus included also in the subsequent totals for the diocese, province and realm, it slightly inflates in these cases the average values of the benefices.
The totals for each diocese given by Bishop Stubbs22 were derived from the totals in the Taxatio (though for Lincoln, Exeter and Salisbury he appears to have included by mistake duplicate listings), whereas the totals below, rarely the same as the Taxatio totals, are new sums of all values for each benefice and each item of spiritual income.
21 Even so, the commonly accepted figure of 9,500 parishes (R.N. Swanson, Church and society in late medieval England (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1989) , 4) is probably too high, especially since some prebends included as benefices were not parishes.
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